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enemy has destroyed would have been destroyed in a
little time by the inhabitants themselves ; the wealth
which they so rapidly reproduce would have needed
to be reproduced and would have been reproduced in
any case, and probably in as short an interval." In
fact, the fund by which the life of the human race
and of each particular society is sustained, is never
in a statical condition. It is no more in that con-
dition than is a cloud in the sky, which is perpetually
dissolving and perpetually renewing itself. " Every-
thing which is produced is consumed ; both what is
saved and what is said to be spent; and the former
quite as rapidly as the latter." The wealth of man-
kind is the result of a continuing process, everywhere
complex and delicate, and nowhere of such complexity
and delicacy as in the British Islands. So long as
this process goes on under existing influences, it is
not, as we have seen, interrupted by earthquake,
flood, or war ; and, at each of its steps, the wealth
which perishes and revives has a tendency to
increase. But if we alter the character or diminish
the force of these influences, are we sure that wealth,
instead of increasing, will not dwindle and perhaps
disappear? Mill notes an exception to the revival of
a country after war. It may be depopulated, and if
there are not men to carry it on, the process of repro-
duction will stop. But may it not be arrested by
any means short of exterminating the population ?